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peace, wanted to use her (& Ln Sahotled by A maditati oe 17": wees] | went on the offensive with 


position to restore the the iSe~siving Yoni a “die-in,” amass act of 
ancient balance of power (ERs "RR ers . civil disobedience at the 
betwéen genders, as it was ; MW 6 g ta Aes ya} front lines. The object was 
before patriarchy raised oN } to fill the enemy's jails 
its ugly head and ruined NK, with thousands of passive- 
everything. Kali cited resistant soldiers until the 
archeological evidence of } logistics overwhelmed the 
a time when women and |e opposing forces. However, 
men shared power equally; i taking the die-in literally, 
spiritual life centered the enemy rained shells 
around a Mother Goddess, on our troops instead of 
wars, armies, and fortifi- arresting them. Despite the 
cations were unknown; {Ge losses, the moral victory 
and society was rooted in was ours; not one enemy 
nurture, not dominance. soldier had suffered so 
This rule by a partnership much as a scratch. Pleased 
of both sexes she called with this success, and 
"gylany.” Its re-birth, with wanting to show our paci- 
Kali as midwife, would end | fist commitment, the secre- 
all the world's ills, from tary of peace ordered all 
violence to ugliness. x our weapons melted down. 
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"President Bill" appears in President Bill, a Graphic Epic, a book published by Andrews and McMeel. This book is now available at 
Broadside Bookshop, Faces, Food For Thought Books, and the Beyond Words bookstore. Get caught up on the story. It's worth it. 


VALLEY BICYCLE 
WORLD HEADQUARTERS 


VALLEY BICYCLE, World Headquarters, located in 
the heart of the Pioneer Valley, Amherst, MA, United 
States of America. 

Noted for great values, services and selection. Pleasant 
surroundings, natives are peaceful and friendly. Tours 
available. . 


Danee Club / Gameroont | 
Bar & Grill 


I Pearl Street, Northampton 


Valley Bicycles Ltd. 


319 MAIN STREET AMHERST 
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raduation! How well I remember receiving my red leather folder and 
preparing for the Real World. 

My first job after graduation was as a bank guard. You see, there 
was a recession going on, I had a BFA (Bachelor of Fine Arts) in Acting of 
all things, and there wasn’t a thing to be had in Boston unless you wanted to act for a 
guerilla theatre for no money, and while that appealed to me, eating had a higher 
priority. So I became a bank guard. 

It wasn’t long after they gave me my gun, (yes, a gun), that I was reading a 
Time Magazine article about the ten most dangerous and the ten most boring jobs in 

.America. Guess which job made both lists? SoI quit, watched TV as Nixon’s smoking 
gun was unearthed, and finally got another job as a manager at McDonalds. 

During my stint at McDonalds (downtown Boston), we had a knifing in the 
men’sroom, a perfectly psychotic Viet Vet jumped over the counter to crush my weeny 
skull in his Green Beret trained fingers, and of course there were about 150,000 
pickpockets. 

So I quit McDonalds, took a month off to wash the grease out of my hair, and 
I became an exterminator (I still have nightmares of vengeance-seeking cockroaches 
with Uzis), and then a taxi driver. I swear by all that I hold holy, (which includes both 
Larry Bird and Michael Jordan), that during my first day as a cab driver I got robbed 
at gunpoint. And while the guy with the gun was reciting pithy little bon mots abouthow 
my nose would look with an extra nostril, the other gentleman was going through my 
stuff in the front seat and grabbed my wallet. When Mr. Gun said “Come on man, just 
take it!” Mr. Accomplice said, “No man, he needs his license.” Now I thought that was 
sweet, and would have thanked him if Mr. Gun wasn’t making me a trifle nervous with 
his rather convincing impersonation of a hooded figure looking for a nice game of 
chess. 


So I quit. I later saw the two fellows on the streets of Boston, and would have 
said hello but I was cringing in a dumpster at the time. 

We are in a recession once again. Those of you reading these words, waiting 
impatiently for me to finish so that you can get on to Calvin & Hobbes, to those that are 
indeed graduating this Merry Month of May, I can only say that you should try the 
unusual jobs before settling down. Sure, they left me a twisted wreck, unable to sleep 
at night without the lights on and a can of Black Flag on the nightstand, but hey, they 
make great stories. 

Isn’t that what it’s all about? 


Phil Kilbourne 


413-586-2274 
Managing Editor, Associate Publisher & Head Chef e Phil Kilbourne 
Founder & Co-Publisher » David Hooks 
Ad sales* The lovely Lee Anne Novick & Phil Kilbourne 
Distribution » Carolyn Hooks 
Humor Consultant « Izzy Gesell 
Help Along the Way ° AliWrite Agency 
Copying * Paradise Copies 
Printing » The Recorder » Greenfield, MA. 

Lighting Design » Mary A. Tarantino 
©1991 The Valley Comic News 
No part may be reproduced without written permission from the publisher. 


Cpa es ee ee ee ee 


‘BUY COMIC NEWS |! 


SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


The gift that keeps on giving. (22 issues yearly) 

Third Class - $17.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 
First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) 
To upgrade any existing subscription from third class to 
first class mail call 413-586-2274 for information. 

Send this coupon and check or money order to: 

The COMIC NEWS Check here for 

P.O. Box 658 First Class ($36) 
Amherst, MA. 01004 = 
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CARDS & GIFTS FOR 
THE MATRICULATING 


Main Street Northampton 
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LISTEN TO THE HEARTBEAT... 
OF AMERICK 


GIVE IT A 
REST, DAN. 


THE HEARTBEAT OF AMERICA 
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BEST WWE CAN 

DO FOR A BEST We CAN 
CANDIDATE 2 


SOME POWERFUL (sus 


" PAUL TSONGAS: GREEK LIBERAL FROM MASSACHUSETTS. 
CAMPAIGN STRATEGY AGAINST GREEK LIBERALS 
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5) WELL WHAT HAVE We 
TERE BERING SANA 
LOMNG COWARDS 


i ~ 1 SUPPORT 


By cab | 
£2 CASES OF DIETSODA 
FREE! 
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THEY'D THINK MORE ABOUT Aree = 
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NORE NCH LVN 


6 May 16, 1991 ¢ The Valley Comic News 
“y LPed 2h ta Mie eteg, oiaun'y tated add: 


Dear Mr. Shut Up and I’ Il Tell You™, 

How do computers work? J.L. Portland, OR 

Dear JL, 

Computers don’t work at all. They are playing, relaxing, enjoying their time on 
ay: planet before they eventually reduce us to soot and go on to terrorize some other 
planet. 

“What are you saying, Mr. Shut Up and I’ll Tell You ™? We made computers 
and wecontrol them, don’t we?” Ican hear you outthere, incredulous and disbelieving. 
Well, Shut Up and Ill Tell You! 

Remember THE WAR OF THE WORLDS broadcast in the 30’s? Orson Welles 
tried, but he failed to successfully warn America about the Martian invasion. They 
captured him, and forced him to read drivel about big machines devouring New Jersey 
(yech!). In return for his cooperation, they allowed him to make CITIZEN KANE. 
(True movie aficionados recognize the subtle clues Welles left in the script. For 
instance, Xanadu is Martian for “Up Yours”.) 

In reality, the Martians are tiny silicon-based life-forms whose idea of a good 
time is conquering a planet, making the inhabitants do stupid things and then torching 
the planet. They leave, giggling merrily. . 

And they have made us do some pretty stupid things. In the 50 some odd years 
they have been using us for their playground, they have perpetrated some gruesome 
practical jokes. They include: Lite Beer, John Sununu, Queen For a Day, the acting 
career of James Brolin, pet rocks, Reaganomics, microwave milkshakes, 1-900 
numbers, wet T-shirt contests, EST, Star Search, info-mercials and 500 Elvis im- 
personators at the Summer Olympics. 

The microscopic Martians have only one requirement from us Earthlings; 
housing. Being a silicon-based life-form, they’re pretty durable, but they are spoiled 
rotten. So many things were tried. Breast implants were very popular for a while, but 
there was too much jiggling. The problem was finally solved when the microchip was 
invented by the folks at IBM (which really stands for I Be Martian). Now they live 
inside your PS/2’s and MAC’s, feeding you useless information, and cheating at 
PacMan. 

Many have tried to warn us about this threat. There was the famous Star Trek 
about those sympathetic rocks, silicon-based life, and Spock mind-melded with one 
of them or something. Well, the Martians didn’t like the crew of the Starship 
Enterprise coming so close to the truth. As punishment, they made all the actors 
appear in five lame movies and had them wear funny toupees. 


Dear Mr. Shut Up andI'llTellYou™, 

Why is there no “Q” or “Z” on the dial of my telephone? A.Z Tulsa OK 

Dear AZ, 

Don't you have a Q&Z button on your dial? (Speaking of which, now that the 
fronts of telephones are no longer circular, are they still called "dials"? Are they 
"pads", "button impression areas", "telephone communications access modules"? 
Will someone please ask me this question so I can answer it? Mr. Shut Up and I'll Tell 
You ™ does not reply to his own questions!) 

The Q&Z button is standard equipment for those privileged few of us who rate. 
Luse my Q&Z button all the time. With itI can order tickets to Phantom of. the Opera, 
get good seats at Celtics games, fly military aircraft to get my teeth cleaned and 
arrange a date with Julia Roberts. All for free. George Bush has one. So does 
Madonna. If you have ever thought that there wasa world out there that you don't have 
access to, a party to which you are expressly not invited, you are correct! 


ee 
If You have a question for Mr. Shut-up and I’ll Tell You™, keep it to yourself! If you can’t, 
you might try sending in your question, (in simple language, obviously), care of this paper. He 
can't guarantee he'll answer, but then again, he doesn't care. 
©1991 Nocturnal Aviations 
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Private Luxurious Rooms Open Until 1 a.m. 7 Days A Week 
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Let's return to the fourth grade for a 
moment. Today's topic is Roman Numerals. 

They taught us this stuff, and it’s made 
my life hell ever since. The problem was, | 
remembered it. | didn’t remember anything 
else, but | remembered Roman Numerals. 
Miss Young did it to me. Miss Young was a 
knockout in tight-fitting dresses who had no 
business teaching elementary school, but 
there she was, diligently explaining Roman 
Numerals, and so | remembered it. 

So today, | can't just pass up a copy- 
right notice. At the end of the movie, when it 
says “All rights reserved, copyright 
MCMLXXVII,” suddenly I'm immersedin the 
Roman Numeral, trying to figure out whether 
that means the year 1977 or the year 977 or 
the year 2977. Because once you've been 
indoctrinated in Roman Numerals, you can’t 
give it up. Everyone else can go to the Civil 
War battlefield and peacefully observe the 
rusting cannons andthe monuments to fallen 
Georgia soldiers. Not me. I'm over by the 
inscription, where it says “Anno Domino, 
Requiescat Pace, Inna Gadda Davida 
MDCCCLXIV,” studying each letter for about 
five hours until | can yell out “Eighteen sixty- 
four! It says eighteen sixtyfour!” I'm like the 
Nerd From Hell. 

Now. Big problem starting last year. | 
decided that al/ the Roman Numerals are 
wrong. |'m not kidding. But before I explain 
what | mean, a brief review is in order. 


Fresh Ingredients, 
at Refreshing Prices! 


W. offer lunch and dinner 
daily, always made with the freshest 
ingredients. We're also the only restaurant in the area to offer lagers 


and ales brewed right on the premises, the best beer in the Northeast! 


Northampton Brewery ¢ Downtown Northampton 
413 © 584 » 9903 


CAST HEAVEN 
--“ KOT TOBS 


Private Luxurious Rooms Open Until 1 a.m. 7 Days A Week 
35 West St. Northampton - 586-6843 - 


“Roman Numerals, As Taught By Miss 
Young”: 

I means 1. 

11 means 2. 

111 means 3. 

Now it gets tricky. 

IV means 4. 

“What? Why does IV mean 4?” 

Because V is the symbol for five, and 
the Romans didn'twantto write 1111, sothey 
put a | in frontof the V to indicate “five minus 
one.” 

“Why not just write 1111?” we asked. 

And then she went into a big explana- 
tion about how the Romans had to chisel 
these numbers on sheer granite and it tooka 
long time, and so they tried to make em as 
short as possible. : 

Andthen she would tell us that X means 
10. 

So what would 9 be? 

And maybe one Rhodes scholar in the 
class would say “IX” and win a cookie. 

Stick with me. Now it gets trickier. 

C means 100. So how would the Ro- 
mans write 90? 

XC, right? 

Now the even trickier question: How 
would they write 99? 

And no one would ever get it. Because 
the answer was “IC.” Meaning one hundred 
minus one. 


Because the only other way to write it 
would be “XCIX,” and who could ever figure 
that out, when you could just write “IC”? 

And so every time we had a test, ev- 
erybody would miss the 99 questionor, better 
yet, the 999 question. (Answer: “IM.”) 

Are you following this? It doesn’t mat- 
ter. | have to do this. 

Last lesson in Roman Numerals: The 
largest symbol they had was M. It means 
1,000. Sowhen we getto the year 2000, it will 
be one of the few years in history that the 
Romans can write down more easily than us. 
It's the year MM. 

But in the meantime we've got all these 
difficult years, that lawyers like to use in 
books and on movies and on legal contracts. 
The eighties were especially bad. You had 
stuff like “MCMLXXXVIII" where you've got 
so many letters inso many different combina- 
tions that it takes you about three hours to 
figure out that’s 1988. 

But then we got to 1990, and | thought 
“Thank God.” Roman laziness will take over 
now! The “minus” thing is gonna kick in. 
Those copyrights are gonna shrink down to 
nothing. 

And so 1990 rolled around, and | was 
reading the copyright on a videotape, and | 
saw this weird combination I'd never seen 
before: “MCMXC.” And then | noticed that 
everybody was using this: "MCMXC,” and 
then, when 1991 rolled around, "“MCMXCI”. 

What's going on here? 

Where is Miss Young? 

| want every copyright attorney in this 
country to be summoned to Miss Young’s 
office immediately. 

Why isn’t 1990 “MXM”? 

In other words, “one thousand plus one 
thousand minus ten.” 


377 Russell St. 
Hadley, MA. 


103 North Pleasant St. 
Amherst, MA. 
(Behind Barts) (Next to McDonalds) 


413-585-5800 


ARMY/NAVY STORE 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Amherst store 10 to 6 pm 
Hadley store 10 to 9 pm 
Sundays both stores 12 to 5 pm 


New Merchandise Every Week! 


You ignorant lawyers areymaking the 
Romans chisel two extra letters in a block of 
sheer granite! . 

And what problems has this already 
created for the year 1999? 

Will we have “MCMXCIX”? It will be a 
worldwide disgrace. How can we go around 
subtracting one with the second letter, sub- 
tracting one with the fourth letter, and sub- 
tracting one with the sixth letter, but refuse to 
do the most economical subtraction, which 
would simply be “MIM”? 

I'm telling you, it’s been a long time 
since the fourth grade, but it’s vivid in my 
memory. We’re making ahuge mistake. We're 
going down adoomed road toward hundreds 
and thousands of unneeded X’s and C’s and 
L’s in our future. We'll have to build a new 
wing onto the Library of Congress. And we're 
offending Roman Numeral scholars every- 
where. 

I'm very agitated about this. 

| know I'm right. 

Please, somebody, some scholar of 
the ancientcultures, write into me andtell me 
there’s one thing I learned correctly in gram- 
mar school. |feel confident that I’m C percent 
right and the rest of the world is wrong. 

Well, maybe not that confident. But I’m 
IC per cent sure. 


To discuss the meaning of life with Joe 
Bob, or to get free junk in the mail and Joe 
Bob's world-famous “We Are the Weird” 
newsletter, write P.O. Box 2002, Dallas, TX 
75221. Joe Bob's Fax is 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT 1991 CREATORS SYNDI- 
CATE, INC. 


ARMED FORCES CELEBRATION 
MAY 18th (Saturday) 
253% OFF EVERYTHING 
IN STOCK? 
Displays and Demos by 
National Guard? 
Helicopters’ 
Trucks? 


Rocket Launchers? 
Live Broadeast with WHMP 99.3 


Giveaways 12-3 
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Take rr 98 Leave rr 


To feel athome,” people need: 1. Whereabouts of a homocide can 
An identifiable neighborhood. 2. have a lot to do with proving pre- 
Enough sunshine. 3. Older citi- meditation, says aprosecutor. 
zens around. 4. Nearby greenery. Unpremeditatedbutcher knife kill- 
That's not all, but these four are ings are common in kitchens, he 
the main requirements, If youac- says. Buta butcher knife killing in 
ceptthe Judgment ofa California a bedroom is another maiter. 
architect who made an eight-year @ 
studyofwhatcreatesagoodhome Consider single men aged 45. 
environment. Five outof 200 will many within 12 
> months. Now take single women 
Noteveryone knows that George aged 45. Three out of 200 will 
Bums once did the voice of the mianywithin 12 months. Orso the 
horseontheold"Mr.Ed"TV show. statisticians report. 
Amoth hears ii itshair. Some futuriststhinkhumansbom 
@ z on the moon would grow consid- 
Those who study sex appeal long erably taller than humans born on 
have linked fear with romantic earth. 
passion. Especially fear of getting > 
caught. They say some philan- Acookbookoutof Buffalo, N.Y.,in 
derersloseallinterestinthe physi- 1890 included a recipe for the first 
cal romance as soon as it's no chopped-beef sandwich called a 
longer dangerous. “hamburger,” made by two broth- 
rn ers, Frank and Charles Menches. 
Skin ofa female sharkisa thicker They'd shown up too late to get 
than the skin of a male. theirusual supply ofchopped pork 
at the Erie Country Agricultural 
uch Fair In Hamburg, N.Y. So the 
400 butcher gave them chopped beef 
instead. The sandwich they - 
cookedupfromsame theynamed 
after the town. 


Bfabeibiecal tye tmnosasm 
as opium in the Europe of 
years ago. And opium wasn't 
cheap. People got the notion that 
“thubarbwas ahealthfood beyond 
compare, and its price suddenly 
soared up the trail of the tulip 
bulbs. ; 


recency who'sover 
age 67, is older than the cheese- 
burger. It was that long ago — in 
1924 — that Lionel Steinburger 
whimsically tossed a slice of 
cheese on a hamburger he was 
grilling in his dad's cafe In Pasa- 
dena, Cali. Not bad, not bad. Put 
iton the menu. 


® 
Can you explain why 24 times as 
many yoyos were soldin 1990 as 
in 1989? Most mysterious to us. 


PARADISE 


by L. M. Boyd 


The liquor you see in the Beijing 
diplomats’ toasts on TV is 106 
proof Maotai. 


4 
Literal meaning of “Bethlehem” Is 
“House of Bread.” 


Q. How many ug presidents ac- 
tually won with a majority vote? 
A. None. Lyndon Johnson came 
Closest In 1964 with 38 percent of 
the total eligible vote. Martin Van 
Buren got In with only 12 percent 
of voting-age people. When one 
candidate receives more votes 
than any other, it's a plurality, not 
a majority. 


% 
Whichdid Egyptgetfirstpyramids 
or beer? Say beer. In 1989, the 
remains of a 5,400 year old brew- 
ery was found near the Nile. 


Outthere in spas, says anastro- 
naut, just brushing your teeth can 
send you spinning. 


Vermont law forbids whistling un- 
derwater. 


© 

You decide the cause of death. 
Philadelphia police responded a 
drunken husband paused while 
savagely beatinghis wife, handed 
hera butcher knife, anddared her 
to stab him. She said she'd have 
to, if he hit her again. He hit her. 
She stabbed. He died. Was it 
homocide? Or as some insisted, 
suicide? 


COPIES 


° Copying 


°e Typesetting 
e Laserprinting 
e Fax-585-0417 


M-F 
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We're down the street from Spoleto's! 
Northampton e 585-0414 
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8:30 am —10 pm 
9:00 am — 5 pm 
12:00 am — 7 pm 


Thomas Jefferson said it would 
take 40 generations to conquer 
the American wildemess. Cer- 
tainly missed on that one, didn't 
he? Four generations later the 


_ frontier was just about gone. 


© 
History records that Billy the Kid 
was highly praised by many as an 
excellent amateur song-and- 
dance man. 

® 
All | know about Herophilus of 
Thrace is he was first to prove the 
brain, not the heart, is what we 
think with, or try to. 


“JOU is not 526i what most 
thank. It's an abbreviation of “I 
owe unto." 


© 
On the list of professionals who 
statistically are most likely to be 
divorced are physicians. 


Q. | say our word “chow” for food 
is not Italian...? 

A. You say right. U.S. Marines 
brought “chow” back from China 
where it was spelled “chiao” and 
meant “meat dumpling.” It was 
they, too, who early told the west- 
emworldthe only dogwith a blue- 
black tongue was the chow chow. 


“Hypoxemian” Srsutficent blood 
to the brain - is said to be the final 
cause of almost all human death. 


® 
“Athlete” comes from the Greek 
for “prize seeker.” 


Famous prince have lived ex- 
traordinarily long lives. Why isn't 
known. Some theorists think it's 
healthy to pursue-a cause that 
never ends. 


> 
Inbaseball atone time oranother, 
a walk has been nine balls, eight 
balls, seven balls, six balls and 
five balls. 


Inlemon peels a chemical said 
to be a sexual attractant. Methyl 
jasmonate, by name. A male 
pheromone. It's saw to be what's 
emitted by the male Oriental fruit 
fiy to let females know he's avail- 
able. 
o 
Inthe archaic code lingo of elderly 


Intelligence agents, a deft death 
by murder that appears to be a 
death by natural causes IS known 
as “measles.” 


® 
According to the personnel ex- 
pense, ifan employee repeatedly 
takes one day off ata time, odds 
are that person will quit the job 
within a year. 


Q.In pericine stats, the most 
dangerous job is now reported to 
be cab driver. What's the second 
most dangerous? 

A. Night clerk in a convenience 
store. 


® 
Nobody knows why all planets 
spin. 

© 
A recent study by government 
experts concluded most Ameri- 
can business managers are in- 
competent. Interesting. No study 
bybusinessmanagersofthecom- 
petency of government experts is 


“at hand. Pity. 


Q. How do be Mew the ancient 
Egyptian pharaohs believedin sex 
after death? 
A. Tomb art. 


You've seen a moth fly in spirals, 

fluttering, whirling. Most unpre- 

dictable. That's its inherent de- 

fense. Doesitwhenit hears a bat. 
© 

Palm trees grow in some parts of 

Ireland. 


2 
Seven of the 32 basic odors have 
been identified positively. Or so 
most researchers now say. 
They're labeled “camphora- 


ceous,” “musky,” “floral,” 
“pepperminty,” “ethereal, “ “pun- 
gent" and “putrid.” 


Q.Atsea,atallsaiior, Irealize,can 
see farther than a short sailor. But 
how much farther? 
A.AG-footer,3.2miles. A5-footer, 
2.9 miles. 

> 
fyourgreatgrandmothermatched 
the statistics, she looked after a 
child for about 19 years and as- 
sisted an elderly parent for about 
nine years. Today's woman, sta- 
listically, takes care of a young- 
Ster for 17 years, then helps an 
elderly parent for 18 years. 


i”; Se £8, aMaaetreresccs = Se 
pee es en ee ee 


Q. What's the difference between 
the “shore” and the “coast"? 
A. The shore is the edge of the 
water. The coastis the edge ofthe 
land. 

© 
The Japanese invented comic 
books. 


Q. When wero Lie Savers" in- 
vented? 

A. 1912. Credit Clarence Crane of 
Cleveland. Same year the Titanic 
sank. Chicago's Dr. James B. 
Herrick first diagnosed a heart 
attack in a living patient. Maria 
Montessori changed teaching, 
And the Gir Scouts gotits startas 
the Girl Guides. 


4 
You've probably been told that if 
you were as strong as an ant you 
could carry a bus. Maybe you've 
notbeen told thatifanantwere as 
big as you, it couldn't even move 
its own body. 


© 
Among the finer prizes won by 
Rome when itconquered Greece 
a couple of thousand years ago 
was the world's first recipe for 
cheesecake. 

} 
Can you inherit a license plate 
number? Some drivers in Con- 
necticut can. In fact, research re- 
veals the lowest 10 numbers 
there—1 through 10—all were 
inherited from parents or grand- 
parents. 


Will you buy thE contention that 
the telescope is a sort of time 
machine? Because youdoindeed 
look back in time when youlookat 
light images from outer space. 
Long ago sent, just now seen. 


Na 
Takes three suitcases of $20 bills 
to make $1 million. 


How do you Nfs London 
wound up with a reputation for 
rain? It only gets about 24 inches 
a year. New York City gets 44 
inches, typically, andit'snotknown 
worldwide forrain. NeitherisHous- 
ton, and it gets 45 inches. 
Suppose you've also figured out 
why white cars getbetter gasmile- 
age than black cars. 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Earthquakes 

Worldwide seismic activity 
ES tose sharply with a devas- 

tating temblor in Central 
America and several moderate 
quakes felt in populated areas. Costa 
Rica and Panama began repairing 
crumbled highways and bridges ru- 
ined by a magnitude 7.4 earthquake 
that killed more than 100 people and 
cut export routes for crops vital tothe 
region’s economy. Thousands were 
left homeless by the quake. 

The resistance Afghan News 
Agency, quoting a message from a 
mujahideen commander in Badakh- 
shan province, said many people 
may have died in a sharp temblor 
near the Soviet frontier. 

One person was killed and three 
injured when a quake measuring 5.0 
on the Richter scale rocked the 
Anatolia region of Turkey. 

Earth movements were alsofeltin 
the Philippines, south-central Alaska, 
the Peruvian capital of Lima, the 
Ecuadorian capital of Quito, Japan’s 
Hokkaido Island, the Dominican 
Republic, West Virginia, Utah, and 
various parts of California. 


Fallout 


5) Soil in parts of Switzerland 
is still contaminated by radi- 
oactivity five years after the 
disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear 
reactor, according to readings by a 
government health agency. South- 
eastern Switzerland, the area worst 
hit by radiation from the catastrophe, 
still contains excessive levels of 
cesium 137. Yet, most agricultural 
products have returned to below ac- 
cepted levels, the agency said, with 
the exception of some mushrooms. 


Floods 


Almost 20 inches of rain- 
ise fall during three days 

flooded areas of northern 
Uruguay, ending a four-month 
drought that had parched the region. 
Swollen rivers forced 2,000 people 
to evacuate their homes, mostly near 
the city of Artigas. 


Volcanoes 


A volcano on Fernandina 
Island in the Galapagos 
began erupting forthe first 


time since 1988. The Charles Dar- 
win Foundation said the activity is 
not considered dangerous. 

In the Philippines, the country’s 
chief volcanologist said that there is 
astrong possibility that Mt. Pinatubo, 
60 miles northwest of Manila, may 
erupt soon. Raymundo Punong- 
bayan also warned of possible 
mudflows from ash, spewed recently 
by Pinatubo’s five active vents, if 
heavy rain occurs. 


Contaminated Rain 
Government scientists 
(@) have detected trace levels 
of herbicides throughout 
the midwestern and- northeastern 
United States, with the highest con- 
centrations occurring in Illinois, lowa, 
Indiana, Kansas, and Nebraska. 


Donald Goolsby of the U.S. Geologi- 
cal Survey said average herbicide 
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CHINESE KITCHEN 


“IT'S NOT JUST FOR BREAKFAST 
ANYMORE!” 


concentrations for all 23 states af- 
fected were well below levels con- 
sidered hazardous in drinking water. 
The most prevalent chemicals were 
atrazine, alachlor and metolachlor, 
all suspected to be cancer-causing 
agents in humans. 


Euro Chill 


A late-season snowstorm 
hadal then a snap frost in many 


parts of Europe caused 
havoc with traffic across the Alps 
and inflicted severe damage to agri- 
culture. In France, at least 50 per- 
cent of the 1991 Bordeaux wine 
vintage was wiped out by a single 
night of sub-freezing temperatures. 
Especially hard hit was the eastern 
region of Champagne where tem- 
peratures dropped to 19 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Fruit and vegetable crops 
in Czechoslovakia were also severely 
damaged. The massive arctic storm 
broughtthe first late-April snowfallto 
the French Riviera in decades, and 
closed the Leningrad airport for 


ByS teve Newman 


-37° 
Tareya, 
Siberia 


almost three days. It then went on to 
produce the worst blizzard in Mon- 
golia since 1980, killing six people 
and 6,000 head of livestock. 


Giraffe Barbecue 


Plans for what is believed 
; Lq to be the world’s first giraffe 


spit- barbecue have drawn 
outrage from environmentalists in 
South Africa. The organizers of the 
event, the Afrikaner Club, plan to 
shoot and slaughter the animal in 
western Transvaal province on May 
3, then serve it the following day. 
The 1.3-ton giraffe would be putona 
20-foot-long barbecue grid and, ac- 
cording to the organizers, the cook- 
ing should take about 20 hours. 
Wildlife Society of South Africa di- 
rector Tony Serrar said the planned 
event was “vulgar” but otherwise 
“entirely acceptable” since the gi- 
raffe is not an endangered species. 


Additional Sources: U. S. Climate Analysis 
Center, U. S. Earthquake Information Center 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 
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Includes: Consultation, Organization, 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 
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By Steve Newman 


Tropical Storms 


6) As many as 100,000 people 
may have perished fromone 
Z of the most devastating 
tropical cyclones to strike Bangla- 
desh this century. The storm spread 
- winds of up to 145 miles per hour 
and 20-foot-high waves fromthe Bay 
of Bengal across the south of the 
country. Bodies of the victims were 
being set adrift on rafts because 
there was no dry land to bury them. 
Early warning of the storm allowed 
authorities to evacuate tens of thou- 
sand of offshore and lowland resi- 
dents, but many could notbe reached 
in time or ignored the warnings. An 
international relief effort was 
launched to provide relief supplies 
and rescue equipment to the impov- 
erished nation. 

Tropical storm Vanessa dissipated 
harmlessly in the South China Sea. 


Earthquakes 


Authorities in Soviet Geor- 
LS] gia declared the Cauca- 
sian Mountains region a 

disaster area after a magnitude 7.1 
temblor killed more than 360 people 
and destroyed 80 percent of build- 
ings in the towns of Dzhava, Ambro- 
lauri, Oni and Sachkhere. In Peru, a 
quake was felt widely around Lima, 
and produced minor damage in the 
town of Huacho. Aftershocks contin- 
ued to rumble through southeastern 
Costa Rica and northern Panama, 
but produced no further damage. 
Earth movements were alsofeltin 
the Yugoslav republic of Bosnia, 
central Afghanistan to southern 
Soviet Tadzhikskaya, the southern 
Philippines, south-central Alaska, 
and along the Arizona-Utah border. 


Global Winds 


Px Air samples collected in 


the normally pristine air 
atop Hawaii's Mauna Loa 


Volcano indicate that soot from oil 
fires raging in Kuwait may have blown 
across Asiaand the Pacific. Although 
carbon levels of upto 20 times greater 
than normal were detected at an 


Your old 
Get a hot new one!!! 


Month of May Special $20.00 
Design and Laser Printing 


For the week ending |, 
May 3, 1991 N 


elevation of 11,000 feet by the Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s observatory, the 
soot is not expected to have any 
adverse effect on the area’s health 
or environment. 


Spring Storms 


A swarm of deadly torna- 
ia does sweptacross homes, 
highways, and towns in 
the midwestern United States, killing 
28 people. Hardest hit was Andover, 
Kan., where 22 died and 500 homes 
were destroyed. 
A violent thunderstorm spawned 
a tornado. and large hail in China’s 
Jiangxi province. Four people were 
killed and more than 10,000 houses 
collapsed when the storm hit. 


Floods 


Several days of torrential 
ae rains along the Gulf of 
Mexico produced as much 
as 20 inches of rainfallin some spots, 
triggering widespread flooding that 


For Further Info Call: 


swamped thousands of homes in 
Louisiana and southern Mississippi. 
The rains, combined with unusually 
high tides, threatened to wash entire 
island communities into the Gulf. 


Dust Storms 

yam) Beijingwas enveloped by 
— a swirl of yellow dust as 
ESE gale-force winds from the 
Gobi Desert brought cyclists to a 
standstill, rattled windows, and de- 
layed flights at the international air- 
port. In New Delhi, at leasttwo people 
were killed and four others injured 
when walls collapsed during a high- 
velocity dust storm. The winds 
snapped power lines, blacking out 
parts of the Indian capital, and ignit- 
ing several small fires. 


Jellyfish Alert 


Potentially lethal box jelly- 
fish were seenoff the coast 
of northern Queensland 
state, prompting officials to warn 
visitors not to swim in the region. 


Will your car get 


you to where you W; 


-88° 
Vostok, (U.S.S.R.) 
Antarctica 


Killer Crocs 

Brazil, the country which 

imported Africankillerbees 

that escaped into the wild 
35 years ago and spread across the 
Americas, has now imported even 
more dangerous creatures — Afri- 
can killer crocodiles. A Brazilian 
company flew 110 Nile crocodiles 
from Zimbabwe to a top-security 
facility in southern Brazil in 1989 to 
breed them and sell their skins. A 
diverse group of environmentalists, 
scientists, and officials in neighbor- 
ing countries have warned that it is 
just a matter of time before the rep- 
tiles escape into the wild and over- 
power the continent's more docile 
crocodiles. “They'll certainly attack 
and eat humans,” said Dr. William 
Magnusson, of the Institute for Ama- 
zon Studies in Manaus. “But that’s 
trivial compared to the destruction 
they'll do to the ecosystems.” 


Additional Sources: U. S. Climate Analysis 
Center, U. S. Earthquake Information Center 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 
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PELHAM AUTO SALES 


4315 FEDERAL ST., BELCHERTOWN 413-253-9811 
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991 Universal Pross Syndicate 


Professor Lundquist, in a seminar on compulsive Although nervous, the Dickersons were 
thinkers, illustrates his brain-stapling technique. well-received by this tribe of unique headhunters. 
It was Pooki, regrettably, that was to bear the 
brunt of their aggression. 


Great Mexican & American food served quickly & inexpensively 
in a friendly & casual atmosphere. Discover TACO VILLA today! 


TACOS * NACHOS + BURRITOS *« QUESADILLAS * TAQUITOS * ENCHILADAS 
BURRITO SUPREMOS * CHIMICHANGAS + CHILI RELLENOS « FAJITAS * TOSTADAS 
MEXICAN PIZZA *« BURGERS * DOGS ° CHICKEN 


All entrees available vegetarian / No lard used - never have, never will! 


GREAT DAILY SPECIALS ° All day! Every day! 
Complete meals, including entree, side order & beverage. From $3.40 to $4.75 


Downtown Northampton Downtown Amherst Springfield 

21 Center Street 41 Boltwood Walk 749 Sumner Ave. 
584-0673 256-8217 788-0919 
B.Y.O.B. Beer & Wine Served B.Y.O.B. 
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“OK, Baxter, if that’s your game, I'll just reach over 
and push a few of your buttons.” 


ae L, OT 


dancer. 
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“Al's All-in-One Acting Agency and Construction 
Company ... May | help you?” 


George Washington: general, president, visionary, 


Hee ee ee 


Facthermore, the Way they And the buffaloes... 

rtrayed the cavalty as )/Those buffaloes werent 
peng insensitive just 7 / really Killed... That 

made me Sick! “was all faked / 


© 1991 Universal Press Syndicate 


At the international meeting of the 
Didn’t Like “Dances With Wolves” Society 


© 1986 Universal Press Syndicate | 
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At the rubber man factory 


ERE 
OLX KA RSS 


“Look at us, Hank. ... I tell you, there was a time 
when we did more than just watch the henhouse.” 


Bah bah pana”, 
bah bah bgh-can.2 
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Looks \ike 


another full moon. 
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Wide 
Angle 
Humor 


Offering a full range 
of humor consulting 
and writing services 
for individuals and 

organizations. 
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Bill Watterson is taking a sabatical, and so they are sending classic Calvin & Hobbes. 
It will be like this until 1992. Let me know what you think. I like them. 


e Speech writing 

e Stand up comedy training 
e Humor writing workshops 
e Copy writing 

e Staff development 
workshops 


OW, MARY, YOU LOOK MMM..DARLING, DON'T YOU | | IVE GOT TO HAVE You! LET'S 
RAVISHING IN THAT WISH WE WERE MARRIED? MURDER OUR SPOUSES! , 
SKIMPY NEGLIGEE ! 


6 week workshop in 
Northampton. 
Enrollment limited. 


HUMOR ON THE ROAD 
TO RECOVERY. 
(begins in June) 

For adult children and others 
who would like to reclaim 
their "lost" ability to 


T RIDE MY 
ICYCLE ON 
THE ROOF? 


/ Br) 
ORs 


~ 
2 4 U) 


© 1985 Universal Press Syndicate 


play and have fun. = ae -<& | 
ate T INSTRUCTED HOBBES < 
MYeTO BED! —) | ARVoNE WHO BeNGS STEN, NST 
6 week workshop at ME IN BEFORE SPM! 
UMASS Adventures in / 
Lifelong Learning. ( 
EXPANDING YOUR 
COMIC VISION 
(begins in June) - ’ 


Learn how to reap the benefits ee 
of an active sense of humor. 


DID YOU. WATCH THE DID You WA 
ON TV LAST NIGHT ? orn 


GAME THEN ¢ TN LAST NIGHT ? 


THEN WHAT DID 
NOU WATCH? 
ey 


poe . 4 
For more information or free ao 3 
initial consultation call Ne 


Izzy Gesell 586-2634 
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INSURANCE 2? L_] 
WHAT A DUMB IDEA! 


Pe 
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HELLO, DAD! IT 1S NOW 
THREE IN THE MORNING. 
DO You 


KNON WHERE 
AM? 


% 1985 Universal Press Syndicate 


CANIN, ARE YOU_ GOING 
TO TAKE THAT STV 
TIGER TO SCHOOL AGAIN? 


© 1985 Universal Press Syndicate 


CALVIN! WHATS AL THIS 
NOISE ?/ YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO BE ASLEEP! 


GOODNESS CANIN, IT'S 

JUST YOUR STUFFED TIGER! 

YOU SHOULD PUT AWAY 
YOUR TONS! 


MONSTERS UNDER THE 
BED, DAD! T WAS WHACKING 
ONE WITH MY BASEBALL BAT! 


i 


SORRY, OL’ BUDDY. GOOD THING | 
I MISSED CCCASIONALLN, HUH? 
. LETME 
A MINUTE 


AND HERE COMES AN 
INFLAMMABLE CHEMICAL 


HERE COMES 
CAR AT 200 MILES 
PER HOUR! 
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IMPORTS 


GRADUATION 
SPECIALS 


Give a meaningful gift 
One that will be cherished 


y 
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Like our sterling pendants 
on rawhide or silken cord 


Choose from 
Devi pendents : 
Ganesh, Tara Buddha 
Amulets from India, Peru, 
Egypt, and China 
Ethiopian Crosses 
Fetishes . 
Antique trade beads 


and coins 
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PSSSTI 
Ask about our 
Green dot clothing — 
SALE | 


LOCATED ABOVE 
PINOCCHIO'S 585 - 0815 
122 MAIN NORTHAMPTON 
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The place to eat. 


_:t( * Morning 
o: noon & night. zs) 


Daily Specials 
Beer & Wine 
Open til 10 pm 


168 N. Pleasant St. Amherst, Ma. 


Macintosh and IBM Compatibles 
Hardware, Software, Service and Rentals 


Amherst 
(413) 549-2997 


Northampton 
(413) 584-3414 


THE VALLEY COMIC NEWS 
SUMMER SUBSCRIPTION 
OFFER 
Away for the summer? Soaking up those 
rays? Why miss the Comic News? While 
you're in East Oshkosh, you could still 
keep in touch with New Englands oddest 
news source. Get all six summer issues of 
the Valley Comic News mailed First Class 
directly to you, all for the low, low, low 
price of $10! Don't miss out! Order now! 
Operators are not standing by, so mail us 
a check! What are you waiting for? Do it! 

Hey! I'm not messing around here! 


OFFICIAL SUMMER 
SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
(Please enclose $10 with order. 
First issue mailed June 3, 1991) 
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BY G.B. TRUDEAU 


IM AFRAID WELL HAVE TO GET 
USED TOIT, SIR, THERE ARE TWO 
MILLION COLD HUNGRY, HURTING 
OUT THERE, AND WE BEAR 
MUCH OF THE RESFONSIBIUTY. 
DO YOU WANT US70 START WORK- 
ING ON A NEW LONG-RANGE 
GAME PLAN, SR? 


of 
I JUSTONTGETOVER 
IT! THE WAR HAS SO IM- 


[TWAS PERFECT! AND NOW 
THIS DREADFUL REFUGEE 


WavERIAL Pes YMCA @ HPTi C8 buceoy 


EVEN THOUGH THE MARINES 
ARE DOING A GREAT JOB, THE 
FACT IS, THEY'RE STILL 


SIR, I CAN'T EMPHASIZE 

IT ENOUGH — WE'VE GOT TO 

REGAIN CONTROL OF THE 
PICTURES... 


Weviriar res irencan Oi) co 


HR. PRESIDENT, I SHOULD WARN 
YOU, WERE GOING TO BE HEAR- 
ING FROM YOUR FORMER WAR. 
CRITICS IN THE WEEKS AHEAD, A 


LOT OF THEM WILL SAY 
THEY PREDICTED JUST 
THIS KIND OF OUTCOME! 


BUT THEY DIDNT! WHAT THEY 
PREDICTED WAS AN OUTPOURING 
OF ARAB ANGER AGAINST THE 
US., ISRAEL AND JORDAN 
BEING DRAGGED INTO THE WAR, AND 
ARISE IN ISLAMIC RADICALISM! 


THEY DIDN'T PREDICT SADDAM 
STILL IN POWER, A BLOODY 
REVOLUTION, TWO MILLION 
STARVING REFUGEES, AND 
THOUSANDS OF US. TROOPS 
POSTED INDEFINITELY IN IRAQ! 


Wevietas ret irsocan © 190) Ca betes 


YOU SHOULD HAVE 
CALLED TO TELL 


oonesbury 


THE PAINT JOB 
ON YOUR NEW 


YOURE RIGHT, 
SIR. THEY 
MISSED BY 


IT'S NOTA 
TOLD -YOU- 
SO-TYPE 
SITUATION! 
NOTATALL! 


CAN YOU BELIEVE 


IT? WE WERE APART oy, // 
242 LONG, AWFUL, IM fy IT WAS HARD- 
LONELY DAYS! / y - EST ON ME. 
= oy : 


eas 


HEY, KID! JUST DROPPED YUP. HE'S BEEN UP 


WHY, 


HELO, BYTOWELLOME THE | | SNCE SIX. HE'SIN 
SID! BGEUY HOME! 15 | | THEBATHROOM Ee ees nT 
HE AWAKE YET? PLAYING WITH mle | Ra 


WELL, I DON'T KNOW are 

ABOUT THAT, I JUST ETI, THOUGH. 

DID MY JOB, LIKE “HUH. | | iT WAS DURING 
THEFIRST DAY = 


N ig 
aon) Aten. 


WANT TO GO mH _ HAS IT BEEN 

DOWN TO THE ; SWEPT FOR 

BEACH TODAY? : BEACH. MINES? 
/ 


WHOLE i 
CHANGEDORIF ITS YOUREA { 
JUST ME.., HERO NOW! \* 
\\ e 


'T'S AMAZING! 

PEOPLE AT 

HOME TAKE 
EVERYTHING 


(Oe fe — 
INVA] <<a 


DY 
oY DMG 
ZB ME 


HAVE TO PUL-BACK A 
IN THE BEDROOM AT FIRST. 


OTHER VIDEO 
STORES HAVE IT. 
WE DON'T? 


° Jesus of Montreal 
. © Monsieur Hire 
° Too Beautiful For You 
° On Top of the Whale 
e § pt. American Indian Series (PBS) 
° Disney’s The Jungle Book 
° Michael Palin's Around the World in 
80 Days 
° Jung On Jung 
° The Sheltering Sky/Paul Bowles In 
Morocco 
e The Last Picture Show 
° Texasville 
e Henry and June 
° Peyton Place 
plus tons more! 


Also - We Carry: 
: Sega Genesis 
Laser Discs 
Nintendo 


29 Pleasant Street, Northampton © 584-6762 
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63 S. Pieasant St. Amuerst, MA. (Behind Bonducci's Cafe) 
104 Feperat Street, GREENFIELD, MA. 774-3701 


"ton g ; 6 ‘ 
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ThisisThe 
Multiple Choice Question 
Our GMAT Course 
Really Prepares You For 


ea The Standard Graduate School of Business 
(Stanford University) 


The Wharton School 
University of Pennsylvania 


i J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management 
(Northwestern University) 


Columbia Business School 
(Columbia University) 


Ee All Of The Above 


3 g S H. KAPLAN 
= Take Kaplan Or Take Your Chances 
Amherst and Springfield Classes 
begin June 19 
549-5780 
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